
  

 

 

 

Sundays: 

10AM Bible Class 

11AM  Worship 

6PM  Worship 
 

Wednesdays: 

7PM  Bible Class 
 

 

 

5761 Hwy. 4  

P.O. Box 285 

Baker, FL 32531 USA 

850-669-9117 

 

   Prayer List     

Of Our Number 

 Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek 

 Florene Howze—health problems 

 Jim Ward—health problems 
 

 

Others in Need 

 Janet Andrews—treatments done; 

biopsy results soon 

 Conner Booker—pneumonia 

 Greg Bryant—evacuated from fires 

 Annette Cates—hip surg. recovery 

 Elise Davis—hip replacement; in 

rehabilitation 

 Jamison Harris—skin problems 

 Wayne and Marie Johnson—

improved, but Wayne back in ICU 

 Jeff Mashburn—improved to stage 

2 kidney failure 

 Taylor Mashburn—expecting 

 Brenda Mateer—stage 4 cancer 

 Thad McCall—health problems 

 Mary Milsted—lung cancer 

 Teresa Powers—COVID-19 

 Patty Ryan—immunotherapy 

   To Our Visitors    

We are happy and honored that you are 

here!  Please fill out a visitor’s card and 

give us a chance to get to know you. If 

you have any ques ons about anything 

said or done in Bible class or worship, 

please ask. We seek to give a Bible 

answer for everything we do 

(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11). 

Website: 

churchofChristatBaker.com 

Radio Program: 

104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM 

Jason Hilburn’s Info: 

850-826-8198 

jasonhilburn@yahoo.com 

TheBibleDomain.com 

JasonsBibleBlog.com 

  Privileged to Serve    

Announcements—Mark Howze 
 

Song Leading—Sunday—David Howze; 
Wednesday—Caleb Howze 

 

Serving the Lord’s Supper 
Head: Mark Howze; Helpers: Justin 
Derrick, Leo Derrick, Ethan Howze 

 

Lord’s Supper PM 
Head: Glenn Howze  
Helper: Caleb Howze 

 

Scripture Reading—Josh Lawson 

“...ye were the 

servants  

of sin…”  

(Romans 6:17). 

“...but ye have 

obeyed from the 

heart that form  

of doctrine  

which was  

delivered you.  

Being then made 

free from sin, ye 

became the 

servants of  

righteousness”  

(Rom. 6:17b-18). 

Faithful Worship —  1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ 

(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6);  2) Singing without mechanical 

instruments (Ma=. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12);  3) Preaching 

God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered, 

cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7);  5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of 

every week (Ma=. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31). 

 

 

 

 

October 18-21 

Our Gospel Meeting 

 Melvin Sapp—double lung 

transplant 

 Judy Whitehead—heart issues 

 Brenda Wooten—stage 4 cancer 

 Pray for our nation 

 Pray for others who are sick, 
mourning, public servants, gov. 
leaders, military, those traveling, 
those lost in sin, our enemies, and 

the church worldwide. 

                                                Events        Events        Events        Events            

Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column... 

     Mee ng Times      

Other Informa on 

         You Want Christ, But Not His Church?                

                           Jason Patrick Hilburn                                 

September 27, 2020September 27, 2020September 27, 2020September 27, 2020    

Perhaps you have heard statements like this: “Salvation 
is in Christ, not in a church.” “Your relationship with Christ is not 
defined by your attendance at a church.” “I want Christ, but I 
don’t want the church.” “Christ did not die for us to be religious, 
but for us to be like Him.” “I don’t attend church, but I read my 
Bible and pray every day, so I know I’m right with God.” Do 
statements like these accurately express what God expresses 
in His Word? Let us examine these statements from a Biblical 
perspective. 

Some say, “Salvation is in Christ, not in a church.” 
Yes, salvation is “in Christ” (2 Timothy 2:10), but salvation is 
also in Christ’s church (Ephesians 2:16; 5:23). Therefore, when 
one becomes saved, he is both in Christ and in Christ’s church. 
When a person is “baptized into Christ,” he is also described as 
being “baptized into one body,” because the Lord adds those 
who have been properly baptized to His one church/body (Acts 
2:38-41, 47; Galatians 3:27; Ephesians 1:22, 23; 2:16; 4:4; 
5:23; Romans 6:3; 1 Corinthians 12:13). Therefore, one cannot 
be in Christ and be outside of Christ’s body/church at the same 
time. Christ is “the head of the church, and he is the savior of 
the body” (Ephesians 5:23). If Christ is the Savior of the body/
church, then one must be in the body/church for Christ to be his 
Savior! Christ’s saving blood is in His body, and if one does not 
enter and remain a faithful member of the body, he severs 
himself from the saving blood of Christ (1 John 1:6, 7). There is 



 

  

no salvation apart from Christ’s church. 

Some say, “Your relationship with Christ is not defined by your 
attendance at a church.” Faithful attendance and participation in the worship of 
a local church are not the only things that defines one’s relationship with Jesus, 
but they are necessary:  

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he 
is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins (Hebrews 
10:23-26; cf. 10:27-31).  

John said that if we claim to be Christians, but do not obey Christ, we are liars: 
“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He 
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him” (1 John 2:3, 4).  Again, it is not the only thing that defines 
faithfulness, but faithfully attending and worshiping with other local saints is a 
necessity to be faithful and go to Heaven (Revelation 2:10). 

Some say, “I want Christ, but I don’t want the church.” This statement 
indicates a lack of love for Christians, which violates essential commands of 
Christ: “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34, 35). Should we not 
view the church the way Christ views the church? Jesus indicated to Saul of 
Tarsus that the way Saul was mistreating the church was equivalent to Saul 
mistreating Christ Himself (Acts 9:4). If the church is not important, why did 
Jesus allow Himself to be tortured and die for it?  The Bible says Jesus shed His 
blood to purchase His church (Acts 20:28; cf. Matthew 16:18).  To say the 
church is not important is to say the blood of Christ is not important!  If the 
church is that important to Christ, it should be important to us. In fact, it should 
be so important that we would lay our lives down for it: “Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16). 

Some say, “Christ did not die for us to be religious, but for us to be 
like Him.” Friends, yes, we are to be like Christ, but Christ was religious! Christ 
had a “custom” of attending the synagogue assemblies to participate with others. 
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Not only did He faithfully attend, He also had a “custom” of being actively 
engaged and participating (Luke 4:15, 16; cf. 2:42; John 18:20; Acts 17:2). 
Although some apparently think the word “religion” is a terrible word, the Bible 
commands Christians to be a part of “pure and undefiled religion” (James 1:26, 
27). The Greek word translated as “religion” is defined as “ceremonial 
observance” (Strong’s Greek Lexicon). The early church repeatedly gathered in 
local congregations to observe a clear pattern for worship (Acts 2:42). They 
gathered at least once per week, sometimes every day for various reasons (Acts 
2:46), but consistently on the first day of every week for corporate worship (Acts 
20:6, 7; 1 Corinthians 16:2). 

Some say, “I don’t attend church, but I read my Bible and pray every 
day, so I know I’m right with God.” Studying God’s Word is commendable and 
necessary (2 Timothy 2:15), but if one is truly studying, he will learn that God 
does not accept the prayers of those who live in disobedience to Him (Proverbs 
28:9; John 9:31; 1 Peter 3:12). One should learn from Biblical accounts like that of 
King Saul that partial obedience equals disobedience (1 Samuel 15). If a child of 
God refuses to assemble, not only is he disobeying God (Hebrews 10:23-31), but 
he is also depriving himself of the best opportunities for spiritual growth and 
encouragement. 

Some say, “There are hypocrites in the church.” That may be true in 
some cases, but do you want to be with those hypocrites forever? To choose not 
to assemble with a local congregation of Christians means that you will be with 
the hypocrites forever in a place where you do not want to be. Judas Iscariot was 
a follower of Christ and a hypocrite, but did that stop Peter and the other apostles 
from following Christ? It does not make sense to stop following God because of 
the actions of men. 

For those who think they can go to Heaven without loving the church for 
which Christ died, we encourage them to seek the Scriptures to see how Christ 
feels about the church and how we should feel about it. Why would He build 
something unimportant? (Matthew 16:18). Why shed His blood for something 
unimportant? (Acts 20:28). Christians are to glorify God in the church (Ephesians 
3:21), but that cannot be done by those who have disdain for the church and live 
contrary to Christ’s commands. For those who think active and faithful 
participation in a local body/church of Christ is not necessary, we encourage them 
to seriously consider what Christ commands men to observe regarding 
faithfulness in the church.        

http://www.JasonsBibleBlog.com 


