
  

 

 

Sundays: 

10AM Bible Class 

11AM  Worship 

6PM  Worship 
 

Wednesdays: 

7PM  Bible Class 

5761 Hwy. 4  

P.O. Box 285 

Baker, FL 32531 USA 

850-669-9117 

 

   Prayer List     

Of Our Number 

 Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek 

 Florene Howze—health problems 

 Ann Moss—surgery recovery 

 Brenda Ray—back problems 

 Jim Ward—hip problems 
 

Others in Need 

 Janet Andrews—chemotherapy 

 Elise Davis—surgery recovery 

 Jeff Mashburn—kidney problems 

 Taylor Mashburn—pregnancy 

 Brenda Mateer—cancer 

 Thad McCall—health problems 

 Mary Milsted—lung cancer 

 Allie O’Rourke—recovering from 

back surgery for scoliosis Jan. 12 

 Don Nagle—stage 4, not doing well 

 Patty Ryan—melanoma surgery 

recovery 

 Melvin Sapp—lungs transplant 

 Don Ward—Covid-19 

 Brenda Wooten—stage 4 cancer 

 

   To Our Visitors    

We are happy and honored that you are 

here!  Please fill out a visitor’s card and 

give us a chance to get to know you. If 

you have any ques ons about anything 

said or done in Bible class or worship, 

please ask. We seek to give a Bible 

answer for everything we do 

(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11). 

Website: 

churchofChristatBaker.com 

Radio Program: 

104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM 

WAAZ1047.com livestream 

Jason Hilburn’s Info: 

850-826-8198 

jasonhilburn@yahoo.com 

TheBibleDomain.com 

JasonsBibleBlog.com 

  Privileged to Serve    

Announcements—Leo Derrick 
 

Song Leading—Sunday—David Howze; 
Wednesday—Mark Howze 

 

Serving the Lord’s Supper 
Head: Leo Derrick; Helpers: Justin 

Derrick, Wilfred Derrick, Ethan Howze 
 

Lord’s Supper PM 
Head: Mark Howze  

Helper: Johnny Moss 
 

Scripture Reading—Caleb Howze 

“...ye were the 

servants  

of sin…”  

(Romans 6:17). 

“...but ye have 

obeyed from the 

heart that form  

of doctrine  

which was  

delivered you.  

Being then made 

free from sin, ye 

became the 

servants of  

righteousness”  

(Rom. 6:17b-18). 

Faithful Worship —  1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ 

(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6);  2) Singing without mechanical 

instruments (Ma?. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12);  3) Preaching 

God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered, 

cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7);  5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of 

every week (Ma?. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31). 

 

Lord willing… 

January 27th  

4th Wednesday Singing 

Week of May 2nd  

Our Gospel Meeting with 
Sidney White preaching 

October 3rd-6th 

Leonard St. Gospel Meeting 

 

 Pray for our nation 

 

 Pray for others who are sick, 
mourning, public servants, gov. 
leaders, military, those traveling, 
those lost in sin, our enemies, and 

the church worldwide. 

                                                Events        Events        Events        Events            

Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column... 
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Other Informa on 

          Honesty is the Best Policy                
                            By Patrick Morrison                                                              

January 17, 2021January 17, 2021January 17, 2021January 17, 2021    

It is likely that we have all experienced the dilemmas that 

are associated with lying. Life oftentimes brings us face to face 

with uncomfortable situations and difficult decisions. Perhaps 

you must explain why you did or did not do a certain thing. 

Maybe a friend asks for your honest opinion about this or that, 

and you would rather spare his/her feelings rather than say how 

you really feel. Rest assured, the Devil will see to it that lying 

will be the easy way out of any situation. Dishonesty is a 

constant temptation. Businesses are pressured to cut corners in 

order to compete for customers. False advertising, less-than 

accurate weights and measures, and many other unethical, 

ungodly practices are employed regularly in business 

transactions on a daily basis, all under the guise of “competitive 

advantages”.  

No matter what form it may take, lying has a way of 

creating quandaries from which dishonesty had promised (albeit 

falsely) to keep us in the first place. A lie told generally requires 

another lie to be told in order to cover the first falsehood, a third 

to cover the second, and on and on it must continue, to the 

point that the web of lies soon entangles the perpetrator. By 

experience the overwhelming majority of us have learned that 

honesty is the best policy. Though the initial fallout from telling 

the truth may be unpleasant or difficult to face, it is always the 

better course of action, in addition to being that which pleases 

God.  



 

  
The wise man Solomon wrote, “A false balance is abomination to the Lord: 

but a just weight is his delight” (Pro. 11:1). Those who are so bent on making gain 

at the expense of others exhibit disdain for one of the fundamental laws of God. 

When asked about the greatest commandment in the law, Jesus replied, “Thou 

shalt love the Lord thy God with all they heart, and with all they soul, and with all 

they mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets” (Mat. 22:37-40). In another familiar passage, Jesus stated, 

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 

so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” (Mat. 7:12). The right treatment of 

our fellow man is one of the foundational principles of God’s word, no matter what 

dispensation of time. 

Later in the book of Proverbs Solomon would record, “Divers weights are an 

abomination unto the Lord; and a false balance is not good” (Pro. 20:23). A man 

who is unscrupulous in his business practices will manifest that same dishonesty in 

other facets of his life as well: “The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the 

perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them” (Pro. 11:3). Dishonesty in 

practice speaks volumes about the heart of him who would practice such. “Keep 

thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Pro. 4:23).  

Jesus speaks of the importance of guarding the heart when he said, “A good 

man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an 

evil man out of the evil treasures of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of 

the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45). A man who would 

use a false balance and diverse weights in his business practices is out of balance 

in his heart with regards to the Lord’s commands. Add to this the foolishness of so 

desiring material benefits that one would resort to unethical, unprincipled, and 

ungodly measures for a few dollars more: “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but 

righteousness delivereth from death” (Pro. 11:4). “He that trusteth in his riches shall 

fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a branch” (Pro. 11:28).  

Paul warned about the foolish pursuit of material goods when he wrote. “For 

we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out...But 

they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 

hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money 

is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they erred from the faith, and 

pierced themselves through with many sorrows...Charge them that are rich in this 

world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living 

God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy” (1Tim. 6:7,9-10,17).  

2 3 

The ill-gotten gain of the dishonest will bring him no advantage in the Day of 

Judgment, but will only bring misery and regret for eternity. God expects man to be 

honest in his dealings with his fellow-man because He is just and upright in His 

dealings with us. God is fair and consistent as He measures our lives according to 

His word. God is described as using fair balance and just weights: “A just weight 

and balance are the Lord’s: all the weights of the bag are his work” (Pro. 16:11). Our 

lives are under constant observation and evaluation in God’s balance. Recall God’s 

warning to Belshazzar, “Thou are weighed in the balances, and art found 

wanting” (Dan. 5:27).  

In order to reflect God’s equity in our lives, we are instructed to be honest 

and upright with one another. “Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just 

hin, shall ye have: I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of 

Egypt” (Lev. 19:36). We are told to, “Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 

things honest in the sight of all men” (Rom. 12:17). “Providing for the things honest, 

not only in the sight of men” (2 Cor. 8:21).  

Those who would act dishonestly toward others for the purpose of gaining 

advantage show a lack of trust in God’s promises to provide for His children. We 

have the assurance that God will care for us if we put Him first: “But seek ye first the 

kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 

you” (Mat. 6:33). Solomon advises us. “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 

lean not unto thine own understanding...Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with 

the firstfruits of all thine increase; So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 

presses shall burst out with new wine (Pro. 3:5, 9-10). David’s observation reiterates 

God’s marvelous promise: “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen 

the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psa. 37:25).  

There is no need to resort to less-than–honest means of making gain when 

one is striving to do the will of God. We all know God’s promise never to leave or 

forsake us (Heb. 13:5), but that is set in a larger context that we often ignore. The 

verse instructs us to “let your conversation be without covetousness, and be content 

with such things as ye have”. Why can we have a manner of life devoid of 

covetousness, filled instead with contentment and gladness? Because God will 

provide for us! He will not leave us or forsake us! Dishonesty for the purpose of 

gaining unfair advantage over others exhibits blatant disregard for God’s providence 

in our lives. The man who would be pleasing to the Lord realizes that he must show 

equity and honesty in his interactions with his neighbor, knowing that God is 

measuring his life in the balances of eternity. May we, like Job, ask of God, “Let me 

be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity” (Job 31:6). 


