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We are happy and honored that you are
here! Please fill out a visitor’s card and
give us a chance to get to know you. If
you have any questions about anything
said or done in Bible class or worship,
please ask. We seek to give a Bible
answer for everything we do
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11).

+ Ronnie Wells—health problems

¢ Hugh & Lewitt Wheelock—C19

+ Storm victims, Christians
overseas struggling

+ Pray for government leaders,
military, those traveling, those
lost in sin, and our enemies.

To Our Visitors

Prayer List
Of Our Number

| THE BAKER
BULLETIN

+ Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek
+ Wilfred Derrick—eye problem

+ Florene Howze—fell, injured arm
+ Jim Ward—hip surgery needed
Others in Need

+ Janet Andrews—chemotherapy

The weekly bulletin of
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+ Sandra Cook—chemotherapy
+ Elise Davis—shoulder surgery
+ Gunner Griffith—therapy

+ Tony Jones—back injury

+ Mary Lou Joseph—cancer

+ Alisha Mashburn—skin cancer
+ Jeff Mashburn—rehabilitation

Lord willing...

October 3

Friends and Family Day
10am, 11am, Lunch, 2pm

Events i

Privileged to Serve

Announcements—Glenn Howze

Song Leading—Sunday—David Howze;
Wednesday—Justin Derrick

Serving the Lord’s Supper
Head: Glenn Howze; Helpers: Leo Derrick,

Mark Howze, Josh Lawson

Meeting Times

Sundays:
10AM Bible Class
11AM Worship

October 3, 2021

A Few Words from Jason

If you are visiting with us today, we are especially excited
that you are here! We have made a special effort to invite friends
and family, because we care about you. If you see or hear anything
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+ Mary Milsted—lung cancer

Scripture Reading—Josh Lawson

+ Ashley Ray—C19, not doing well
+ Patty Ryan—cancer treatments
¢ Theresa Turner—Covid, rehab
+ Randall Ward—tests

Continued in next column...

STEPS o SALVATION:

Faithful Worship — 1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ
(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6); 2) Singing without mechanical
instruments (Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12); 3) Preaching
God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered,
cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7); 5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of
every week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31).

“...but ye have

7PM Bible Class
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creeds—only God’s Word (Mark 7:9).

You may have questions about the way we worship God.
Since the beginning of God’s creation, God’s faithful followers have
offered Him worship exactly the way He specified (Gen. 4; John
4:24; Heb. 11:4; 1 John 3:12). Since we live under the New
Testament “Law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2), we do not worship the same
way people did under the Old Testament. Those Old Testament
“carnal ordinances” (Heb. 9:10) have been replaced with a more
spiritual system of worship, no longer involving animal sacrifices,
burning of incense, or mechanical instruments. Those outward and
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servants
of sin...”
(Romans 6:17).
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saved?!

delivered you.
Being then made
free from sin, ye
became the
servants of
righteousness”
(Rom. 6:17b-18).
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because of those we have especially invited, today is first and
foremost what the apostle John called “the Lord’s day,” being the
first day of the week (Rev. 1:10). Jesus was resurrected on the first
day of the week (Mark 16:9). In fact, the Old Testament Scriptures
foretold that on the first day of the week Jesus would become ‘the
first fruits from the dead” (Lev. 23:10-12; Acts 26:23; 1 Cor. 15:20,
23; Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5). The first day of the week is also the day the
Lord’s church was established in Jerusalem in the first century A.D.
(Acts 2), and the day the early church gathered weekly to worship
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20; 16:2).



How to Study the Bible

By Rod Rutherford

The Bible is a very big book. Actually, it is a library of 66 different books. There are
39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. These books
are all joined together because they have one common theme. This theme is God's
plan to save man from his sins through Jesus Christ. The first 39 books, the Old
Testament, tell us that "Christ is coming." The first four books of the New Testament
tell us that "Christ has come." The last 23 books of the New Testament tell us that
"Christ is coming again."

In order to understand the Bible properly, one needs to ask five questions as he
reads: (1) Who is speaking? (2) Who is spoken to? (3) When is he speaking? (4)
What type of language is the speaker using? (5) What are the circumstances or
conditions under which he is speaking? If one can answer these five questions
correctly, it will help him to understand the Word of God clearly.

First, one must ask "Who is speaking?" Everything in the Bible was written by men
who were inspired by God. However, these inspired writers sometimes recorded by
inspiration the words of evil men. Even the words of Satan are found in the Bible
(See Job 1:9-11; 2:4,5; Matthew 4:3,6,9). These words are accurately recorded, but
they are not recommended for us to follow today. If one asks, "Who is speaking?" it
will help him to know whether the words he is reading are words he should obey.

Second, one must ask, "Who is spoken to?" In Genesis 6:14, we have the following
commandment of God: "Make yourself an ark of gopher wood." Is it necessary for
us today to build a ship out of gopher wood in order to please God? No, God does
not want us to do this. This command was given to Noah. It was necessary for him
to obey it in order to be saved from the great flood which God was going to send on
all the world. But this command does not apply to us today. If we answer correctly,
"Who is spoken to?" we will see this command was meant only for Noah.

Third, one must ask, "When is the Bible writer speaking?' Is the writer speaking to
people such as Abraham and Isaac who lived in the Patriarchal Age when God
revealed His will directly to the fathers? Or, is he speaking to the people of Israel
who lived under the Law God gave Moses at Mt. Sinai? Or, is he speaking to
people today who live under the Law of Christ, which is the New Testament?

In the days of the Law of Moses under which Israel lived, animal sacrifices, sabbath
keeping, special feast days, instrumental music and choirs and a special priesthood
were all a part of required worship (Exodus 20:8-11; Leviticus 23; 1 Chronicles 25; 2
Chronicles 29:25; Psalm 150), but Jesus fulfilled the Law, Psalms, and Prophets

(the Old Testament) (Luke 24:44). He has taken it away (Colossians 2:14). Today, all
men live under the Law of Christ, which is the New Testament (Hebrews 8:6-13). If
we ask, "When is he speaking?" it will let us see that these Old Testament laws of
worship are not for us. We must go to the New Testament to find how God wants us
to worship Him today.

Fourth, in order to properly understand the Bible, we need to ask: "What type of
language is the inspired writer using?" All human languages have two types of
speech; literal and figurative. Literal language is the type which is found in the
historical books of the Bible such as Genesis and Exodus, the book of Acts, etc. It is
fact. Literal words must be understood to have their actual meaning. In literal
language, if a sheep is mentioned, it means a four legged animal which has wool on
its back.

Figurative language is different. Words are used to represent ideas or thoughts which
are different from the actual meaning of the word. For example: a sheep or lamb may
be spoken of, but an animal is not meant. It is being used to represent something
else which has some of the qualities of a sheep or lamb. Jesus was a man. He is the
Son of God, but in figurative language in the Bible, He is sometimes spoken of as a
lamb. John the Baptist said of Jesus: "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world" (John 1:29)! Lambs were used for sin offerings under the Law of
Moses. John did not mean that Jesus was an actual lamb. But he meant that Jesus
would be the offering for our sins.

A fifth question to ask as one reads the Bible is: "What are the conditions or
circumstances in which this writing is given?" If we know the circumstances
surrounding the writer at the time he writes, it will help us to understand what he is
saying. For example, many people have great difficulty understanding the book of
Revelation. But if we know the circumstances under which the book was given, it will
help us to understand its message. The writer of Revelation was John, the apostle.
He had been imprisoned by the Roman government on a rocky island called Patmos.
This was done because he was a Christian. The heathen Roman government was
persecuting the church of Christ in the first century A.D. The things which were
revealed to John were "things which must shortly take place"” (Revelation 1:1). The
book of Revelation was intended to encourage those Christians who were being
persecuted in the first century (Revelation 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21). Any time that
Christians are persecuted, they can gain great encouragement from studying the
book of Revelation.

The Bible is God's inspired Book. It is His revelation to mankind, but in order for us to
understand the Bible, we must learn how to study it properly. We must "rightly divide
the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). If we will ask these five simple questions as we
study, we will find that we can indeed understand God's Book! —Slightly adapted




