
  

 

 

Sundays: 

10AM Bible Class 

11AM  Worship 

6PM  Worship 
 

Wednesdays: 

7PM  Bible Class 

5761 Hwy. 4  

P.O. Box 285 

Baker, FL 32531 USA 

850-669-9117 

 

   Prayer List     

Of Our Number 

 Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek 

 Jennifer Derrick—scans 2/28 

 Wilfred Derrick—aneurysm 

 Florene Howze—assisted living 

 Donna Parrish—health problems 

 Brenda Ray—in hospital, 

improving 

 Jim Ward—Surgery April 8; fell 

and cracked a rib 

 

Others in Need 

 Rhonda Compton—back pain 

 Elise Davis—shoulder surgery 

 Viem Do—surgery recovery 

 Mary Lou Joseph—cancer 

 Carol Kitzan—health problems 

 Jeff Mashburn—health problems 

 Paul Mayo—chemotherapy 

 Thad McCall—health problems 

 Mary Milsted—lung cancer 

 Patty Ryan—better results 

 Donato Velasquez--health 

   To Our Visitors    

We are happy and honored that you are 

here!  Please fill out a visitor’s card and 

give us a chance to get to know you. If 

you have any ques ons about anything 

said or done in Bible class or worship, 

please ask. We seek to give a Bible 

answer for everything we do 

(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11). 

Website: 

churchofChristatBaker.com 

Radio Program: 

104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM 

WAAZ1047.com livestream 

Jason Hilburn’s Info: 

850-826-8198 

hilburnjasonp@gmail.com 

TheBibleDomain.com 

JasonsBibleBlog.com 

  Privileged to Serve    

Announcements—David Howze 
 

Song Leading—Sunday—Mark Howze; 
Wednesday—Leo Derrick  

 

Serving the Lord’s Supper 
Head: Glenn Howze; Helpers: Justin 
Derrick, Caleb Howze, Ethan Howze 

 

Lord’s Supper PM 
Head: David Howze  
Helper: Josh Lawson 

 

Scripture Reading—Johnny Moss 

“...ye were the 

servants  

of sin…”  

(Romans 6:17). 

“...but ye have 

obeyed from the 

heart that form  

of doctrine  

which was  

delivered you.  

Being then made 

free from sin, ye 

became the 

servants of  

righteousness”  

(Rom. 6:17b-18). 

Faithful Worship —  1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ 

(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6);  2) Singing without mechanical 

instruments (Ma?. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12);  3) Preaching 

God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered, 

cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7);  5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of 

every week (Ma?. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31). 

 
 

 

March 25 

Faith and Fellowship, 7PM 
 

 

May 1-5 

Gospel Meeting preached 
by men of this congregation 

issues 

 Randall Ward—cancer 

 Ronnie Wells—health problems 

 Christians overseas, Ukraine  

 Pray also for government 
leaders, military, those traveling, 
those lost in sin, and our 

enemies. 

                                                Events        Events        Events        Events            

Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column... 

     Mee ng Times      

Other Informa on 

February 27, 2022February 27, 2022February 27, 2022February 27, 2022    

Revelation 3:20 records encouraging words from Jesus to His 

church at Laodicea, urging them to repent. It is sad that many 

have taken His words and twisted them into a false plan of 

salvation that Jesus never authorized. Jesus said, “Behold, I 

stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 

open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 

with me” (Revelation 3:20). Some have used this passage to 

teach that all one must do to become a Christian is to believe and 

pray a prayer to Jesus. They say that “opening the door” is 

accomplished by prayer. Many say a lost person “knocks” by 

prayer to Jesus, and Jesus will open the door for him to be 

saved. Following are thoughts to consider regarding the 

“knocking” and “opening the door:” 

 First of all, Jesus was the one knocking, not man, therefore 

the “knocking” in Revelation 3 does not refer to any man 

praying. Jesus said, “I stand at the door, and knock…”  It is 

true that in some contexts Jesus commanded men to 

“knock” (Mt. 7:7; Lk. 11:9), but that is not what is happening in 

Revelation 3. Also, in those other contexts He was speaking 

to people who were already children of God (Jews under the 

Old Covenant), not alien sinners (those who had never 

           “Behold, I Stand at the                  

                 Door and Knock”                        
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become God’s children, Eph. 2:11, 12), and He was teaching them to pray to their 

Father—not to Jesus (Mt. 7:7-11; cf. 6:6-15; Lk. 11:1-13). The point is that Jesus 

never taught any child of God (and certainly not alien sinners) to pray to Him, and 

that is not what He was doing in Revelation 3:20. 

 When Jesus said, “I stand at the door, and knock,” He was not literally knocking 

on a door, so the only way to determine what He meant is to examine the context. 

He was using symbolic language urging them to listen to Him “knocking” via His 

words in Revelation, seeking their repentance (3:19). If they would repent, they 

could be in fellowship with Him (3:20). If they would then remain faithful, they 

would be greatly rewarded (3:21). Therefore, this was not men pleading with 

Jesus for salvation, but Jesus pleading with men to repent!  

 Jesus was not addressing alien sinners in Revelation 3:20. He was addressing 

erring members of His church at Laodicea who needed to repent (3:14). Note 

words from previous verses along with verse 20: “…to the angel of the church of 

the Laodiceans…As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, 

and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 

open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. To him 

that overcometh…” (3:19-21a).  

 The concept of being with Jesus and eating with Jesus (3:20) was symbolic of the 

fellowship Jesus wanted to have with His disciples, but the church at Laodicea 

was “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” and needed to 

repent (3:17-19). Yes, Christians can fall out of favor with God (fall from grace, 

Gal. 5:4; Rev. 2:10; 3:5; 22:19). 

 The term “overcometh” (3:21) is used repeatedly in this immediate context 

regarding various churches who need to repent and/or remain “faithful unto 

death”—not alien sinners (Rev. 2:10; cf. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). 

 That explains the “knocking,” but there is also nothing in this context implying that 

“opening the door” occurs via a prayer to Jesus. Opening the door would be 

accomplished by the Laodicean church repenting—not by alien sinners praying to 

Jesus (3:15-19). 

 Prayer to Jesus is not what Jesus desires. He said that after He returned to 

Heaven, His followers would ask Him nothing in prayer, but ask the Father in 

Jesus’ name: “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you” (Jn. 

16:23; cf. Lk. 6:46; Acts 8:22-24; Eph. 5:20; 1 John 1:9; Php. 4:6, 7). Revelation 8 

records the prayers of all saints which “ascended up before God” (the Father, 

7:17-8:4). Revelation 3:20 is not teaching prayer to Jesus. 

 Revelation 3:20 is also not teaching alien sinners to pray at all. Though men often 

teach “the sinner’s prayer” which is not in the Bible, the Bible teaches that God 

does not heed the prayers of sinners (Prov. 28:9; Isa. 59:1, 2; Jn. 9:31; 1 Pet. 3:12, 

etc.). Prayer is not what God commands alien sinners to do for salvation. It is a 

spiritual blessing for children of God “in Christ” who can rightfully say, “Our Father 

in Heaven…” (Jn. 3:5; Eph. 1:3; Gal. 3:26, 27; Titus 3:5). 

 Prayer did not wash away the sins of Saul or Cornelius. They were simply doing 

whatever they could think of to try to be forgiven (including fasting by Saul), but that 

is not what they were commanded to do to be saved (Acts 9:6-19; 10:6, 34, 35, 48; 

22:16). 

 For alien sinners, the “doorway” “into Christ” is water baptism, not prayer: “For ye 

are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27; cf. Rom. 6:3-5; Eph. 

5:26; Heb. 10:22; 1 Pet. 3:20, 21). 

 The New Testament pattern for forgiveness is baptism before prayer—not prayer 

before baptism (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:36-42; 8:18-24; 1 Jn. 1:3-9; 2:12, etc.). 

 “Hearing the voice” of Jesus (Rev. 3:20) implies listening to what Christ said and 

obeying Him: “I am the door…I am the good shepherd…My sheep hear my voice, 

and I know them, and they follow me” (Jn. 10:9, 14, 27; cf. Mt. 7:21-27; Lk. 6:46). If 

an alien sinner will hear what Jesus said in the Great Commission and obey it, He 

will become one of the Shepherd’s sheep; but the Shepherd commanded water 

baptism in the Great Commission, not prayer! (Mt. 28:19, 20; Mk. 16:15, 16; Lk. 

24:47; Acts 2:38-41, 47).  
 

Dear reader, if you “hear the voice” of Jesus in the Bible, you will never hear Him 

commanding prayer to Him for salvation. You will hear Him commanding every person 

to be baptized for salvation, unless you choose to “hear the voice” of false teachers 

who tell you to pray to become a child of God (Jn. 8:47). If you have already been 

immersed, but it was not for the reason God said (salvation), will you risk your soul by 

being baptized differently than God said, with the wrong understanding? With love we 

encourage you to be immersed properly, with the proper understanding of its purpose, 

like the Ephesians did when they were baptized a second time (cf. Acts 19:1-5; 2:38; 

22:16). We will be happy to help in any way we can. It is our desire that both alien 

sinners and erring members of Christ’s church will listen to Jesus and faithfully follow 

Him all the way to Heaven (1 Pet. 2:21-23; 1 Jn. 2:3-6).      http://www.JasonsBibleBlog.com 


