
  

 

 

Sundays: 

10AM Bible Class 

11AM  Worship 

6PM  Worship 
 

Wednesdays: 

7PM  Bible Class 

5761 Hwy. 4  

P.O. Box 285 

Baker, FL 32531 USA 

850-669-9117 

 

   Prayer List     

Of Our Number 

 Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek 

 Larry Derrick—neck surgery 

3/29 

 Wilfred Derrick—aneurysm 

 Florene Howze—fell recently 

 Brenda Ray’s family  

 Jim Ward—Surgery upcoming 

 

Others in Need 

 Rhonda Compton—back pain 

 Elise Davis—shoulder surgery 

 Tatum DeLange—tonsil surgery 

 Tim Dixon—Covid-19, hospital 

 Viem Do—surgery recovery 

 Mary Lou Joseph—cancer 

 Carol Kitzan—health problems 

 Jeff Mashburn—health problems 

 Paul Mayo—chemotherapy 

 Thad McCall—health problems 

 Mary Milsted—lung cancer 

 Patty Ryan—better results 

 Donato Velasquez--health 

   To Our Visitors    

We are happy and honored that you are 

here!  Please fill out a visitor’s card and 

give us a chance to get to know you. If 

you have any ques ons about anything 

said or done in Bible class or worship, 

please ask. We seek to give a Bible 

answer for everything we do 

(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11). 

Website: 

churchofChristatBaker.com 

Radio Program: 

104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM 

WAAZ1047.com livestream 

Jason Hilburn’s Info: 

850-826-8198 

hilburnjasonp@gmail.com 

TheBibleDomain.com 

JasonsBibleBlog.com 

  Privileged to Serve    

Announcements—Mark Howze 
 

Song Leading—Sunday—Ethan Howze; 
Wednesday—Ethan Howze 

 

Serving the Lord’s Supper 
Head: Leo Derrick; Helpers: Caleb Howze, 

Josh Lawson, Johnny Moss 
 

Lord’s Supper PM 
Head: Mark Howze  

Helper: Caleb Howze 
 

Scripture Reading—Glenn Howze 

“...ye were the 

servants  

of sin…”  

(Romans 6:17). 

“...but ye have 

obeyed from the 

heart that form  

of doctrine  

which was  

delivered you.  

Being then made 

free from sin, ye 

became the 

servants of  

righteousness”  

(Rom. 6:17b-18). 

Faithful Worship —  1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ 

(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6);  2) Singing without mechanical 

instruments (Ma?. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12);  3) Preaching 

God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered, 

cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7);  5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of 

every week (Ma?. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31). 

 

March 13 

Men’s Meeting 

 

March 25 

Faith and Fellowship, 7PM 
 

May 1-5 

Gospel Meeting preached 
by men of this congregation 

issues 

 Randall Ward—cancer 

 Ronnie and Elaine Wells 

 William Zephaniah 

 Christians overseas, Ukraine  

 Government leaders, military, 
1st responders, travelers, the 
lost, and our enemies. 

                                                Events        Events        Events        Events            

Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column... 

     Mee ng Times      

Other Informa on 

              A Few Words from Jason                                   

March 13, 2022March 13, 2022March 13, 2022March 13, 2022    

We are saddened by the loss of one of the sweetest ladies I have 
ever known. Sister Brenda Ray left us for Paradise, but we thank God 
that one day we can be reunited with our loved ones in Christ. I 
learned a lot about her at the funeral that I had not previously known, 
and all of it was good. Her lifetime of serving others is a great 
example of how we should all walk in the steps of Christ, who 
humbled Himself and took upon Himself the form of a servant (Php. 
2:3-11). 

 What is meant by the words above recorded in John 20:22? 
Did the apostles “receive the Holy Spirit” when Jesus was speaking 
to them on earth, or did that happen after Jesus returned to Heaven, 
on the day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts chapter two?  

The context of John 20:22 should first be considered. On the 
day Christ was resurrected, the first day of the week, He appeared to 
His disciples and said: 

 

…Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you. And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained (Jn. 20:21-23). 
 

This is John’s account of the Great Commission. Each 
inspired Gospel account gives information that complements the 

 “He Breathed on Them, and Saith... 

  Receive Ye the Holy Ghost”               
                           By Jason Patrick Hilburn                                                                        



 

  

other accounts. One Gospel writer may have recorded certain miracles or parables taught by 
Jesus, while another did not, and sometimes the same events and teachings are found in 
multiple accounts. John gives us words and events regarding the Great Commission that the 
other writers did not, and nothing written contradicts the other inspired writers. The following 
is a comparison of the various Great Commission accounts along with Acts 1 and 2: 

 

The early church was being sent into all the world, but the New Testament Scriptures 
had not been written yet, and the disciples did not know all the different languages of the 
world. Therefore, they would need the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit to reveal the Truth, 
to preach the Gospel in other languages (tongues), and to miraculously confirm that the 
Words they were speaking had come from God (Mk. 16:20; Jn. 3:2; 16:13; Acts 2:22; Heb. 
2:1-4). 

As far as the timeframe of the “Holy Ghost being given” to aid the apostles and the 
early church, the Bible makes it clear that the Holy Ghost would not be given until after Jesus 
was glorified in Heaven: “But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him 
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified” (Jn. 7:39; cf. Mk. 16:17). When Jesus was on earth, He said the Comforter had not 
yet come, and that the Comforter would not come until Jesus returned to Heaven: “But when 
the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me” (Jn. 15:26). “Nevertheless I tell you 
the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you” (Jn. 16:7; cf. 14:26; Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4, 
16-21; Eph. 4:8). Jesus told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem for the power promised by the 

Father, and that was fulfilled on Pentecost Day after Jesus returned to Heaven (Lk. 24:49; 
Acts 1:4, 5, 8; 2:1-4, 16-21, 33). 

With the timeframe established regarding the Holy Ghost being given, we conclude 
that Jesus’ apostles did not receive the Holy Spirit when Jesus was on earth giving them the 
Great Commission (Jn. 20:22). What, then, is happening in that text, when Jesus breathed 
on them and told them to receive the Holy Spirit? Jesus breathing on them was symbolizing 
what would happen to them in the near future—He was going to send the Spirit (from the 
Greek word pneuma, meaning “breath”) at the appropriate time. All Scripture is “God-
breathed” (theopneustos, 2 Tim. 3:16), and the Word (Jesus, Jn. 1:1) would send the Holy 
Spirit (pneuma) for the main purpose of spreading and confirming the Word of God (Mk. 
16:20; Jn. 16:7, 8; 17:8; Heb. 2:1-4). 

Jesus breathing on them was prophetic symbolism not unlike a multitude of Old 
Testament shadows prefiguring future events. It was an outward action symbolic of a future 
event. The shadow was not “the real thing” (“the very image” – Heb. 10:1) but led one to the 
real thing, just as the shadow on the ground of a man will lead one to the real thing. Jesus 
breathing on them was not “the real thing” in them actually receiving the Spirit at that point, 
but was pointing towards Pentecost, when remission of sins (20:23) would begin to be 
preached in other languages by the power of the Spirit (Acts 2). 

As far as outward, physical actions that were prophetic, God once instructed Ezekiel 
to make a model of Jerusalem with tile, an iron pan, and other elements, portraying a siege 
of the city as “a sign” to Judah of what was coming (Ezek. 4). When God instructed Abram to 
go offer his only begotten son on the mountain of Moriah, that was an outward action (or 
sign) symbolizing that the Lamb of God would be sacrificed in that same area some 2,000 
years later (Gen. 22; Mt. 20:18). It is no coincidence that God had also instructed Solomon 
to build the temple in Moriah, where untold numbers of lambs would be slain, where Abram 
had gone to sacrifice, and where Christ would later be sacrificed (2 Chr. 3:1). Think also of 
Jeremiah and the potter’s clay (Jer. 18), Joash shooting arrows to symbolize how many 
victories would be won (2 Kin. 13), the prophetic furniture of the tabernacle (Heb. 8-10), etc. 
The Bible is full of this type of external symbolism, and Christ breathing on them was “a sign” 
of what was coming later when He would send the Holy Spirit to them (Jn. 16:7; Acts 2:1-4). 

Note also that the word “receive” can refer to a present or future action. This is true in 
English, but also the original Greek word in John 20:22 does not indicate the time of 
reception. Following is an example of the word “receive” indicating a future event: “I am 
going to mail you a gift. Receive the gift and use it as you wish.” The word “receive” in that 
statement does not imply that the person presently had the gift. They would have to wait for 
the gift to arrive later before they could receive it. The same is true for what Jesus was 
saying. Wait in the city of Jerusalem until you receive the power from on high, the power of 
the Holy Ghost (Lk. 24:49; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4). 

Although we do not “receive the Holy Ghost” like they did back then with miraculous 
power, we have something the miracle workers did not. We have the amazing result of the 
Holy Spirit’s work—the completed New Testament Scriptures, from the mind of God Himself 
(1 Cor. 2:9-16). We have all the Truth—not revealed in parts, but all in one place at one 
time. The Word is now readily available in the form of the complete Holy Scriptures, which 
are able “to make [us] wise unto salvation” and fully equipped for every good work (1 Cor. 
13:8-12; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; 2 Pet. 1:3).  

http://www.JasonsBibleBlog.com 


