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Prayer List
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+ Melanie Skinner—cancer
¢ Sidney White—stroke recovery

¢ Pray for Christians overseas, such
as those facing persecution in
Pakistan and certain parts of India.

+ Pray for peace, pray for the
bereaved, the persecuted, sick/
suffering, civil leaders, military,
1st responders, sound Bible
schools, the lost, enemies.

Of Our Number

+ Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek

+ Jennifer Derrick—vertigo

+ Wilfred Derrick—health problems
+ Jeff Mashburn—health problems
¢ Lisa Mashburn—Covid-19
Others in Need

+ Rhonda Compton—surg. recovery
¢ Danny Davis—back pain

# Louise Douglas—health problems
+ Elocio (Chuck Arnett’s father-in-
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We are happy and honored that you
are here! Please fill out a visitor’s card
and give us a chance to get to know
you. If you have any questions about
anything said or done in Bible class or
worship, please ask. We seek to give a
Bible answer for everything we do
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11).

Privileged to Serve i'ﬂ'

Announcements: Leo Derrick Meetmg Times

Song Leading: Sunday—David Howze;

The Medo-Persian Kings

law)—health problems

¢ Joyce Faulk—health problems
+ Dawn Holloway—Sacred Heart
+ Dianne Johnson—rare cancer

Wednesday—Mark Howze

Serving the Lord’s Supper
Head: Glenn Howze; Helpers: Ethan

Howze, Ezra Howze, Mark Howze

Sundays:
10AM Bible Class
11AM Worship

Cyrus and Darius (Part 8)

Jason Patrick Hilburn

July 24
—Parki ' P Lord’s Supper PM .
¢ Tony Jom.es F.’arkms:)n ° S ey S Head: Leo Derrick 6PM Worship The following is a comparison of Ugbaru and Gubaru:
¢ Kyla, Denise Vincent’s daughter— Helper: Caleb Howze S
pregnancy complications Wednesdays:

Bible Reading: Brett (AM), Caleb S. (PM)

+ Stacey McDonald—surgery recov. 7PM Bible Class UGBARU GUBARU
¢ Mary Milsted—lung cancer Faithful Worship — 1) Praying to Go‘_j the Father.in "che hame of Jesus Ch.rist Initially translated as “Gobryas” from Initially translated as “Gobryas” from
+ Thomas Patterson—health issues (Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6); 2) Singing without mechanical Other Information Nab. Chr. Nab. Chr.

instruments (Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12); 3) Preaching
God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered,
cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7); 5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of
every week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31).

+ Shane Price—cancer
+ Larry Shappley—hospice care

Governor of Gutium, possibly a
territory of the Medes (Nab. Chr.; Cy-
rus Cyl.; Van De Mieroop; Briant)

Cyrus’ governor who appointed
sub-governors in Babylon (Nab. Chr.;
cf. Dan. 6:1)
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Continued in next column...

STEPS o SALVATION:
rrRoM SINNER 10 SAVED ,S?PXG

Possibly Xenophon’s “Gobryas” of
“Assyrian” birth ruling a kingdom in
the area of the Medes (1V:6:1-2; cf.

Dan. 5:31)

Possibly a Mede (Whitcomb, Darius
40; Dan. 6:1-2).

“...but ye have

Baptism CoL216 obeyed from the

intoChrist _Re 210 heart that form churchofChristatBaker.com
Confess Mk 16.16; . — - -
Faith,Ro 1P3.21 of doctrine . Initially entered Babylon with the army | Entered Babylon (along with Cyrus) as
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Ruled over area of Babylon for at least
14 years (Nab. Chr.; Whitcomb, Darius
22-23)

of sin...” Being then made

(Romans 6:17).

Died 3 weeks after entering Babylon
(Nab. Chr.)

free from sin, ye .
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I do to be
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servants of

No matter the identity of the Darius of Daniel 6:1, this Darius
elevated himself above God when he signed a blasphemous decree:

saved?!

righteousness”

(Rom. 6:17b-18). TheBibleDomain.com

JasonsBibleBlog.com All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and




the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to
establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask
a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be
cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the
writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and
the decree (Dan. 6:7-9).

Although Darius lamented his foolish decree, he could not annul or change it, because the
law of the Medes and Persians could not be altered—not even by the one who made the
decree! “Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king,
that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king
establisheth may be changed” (Dan. 6:15; cf. 6:8, 12). Darius was amazed by the power of
God to deliver Daniel from the lion’s den, and he sought to glorify the true living “God of
Daniel.” The same Darius who made the blasphemous decree would then make a quite
different decree:

| make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and
fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be
even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power
of the lions (Dan. 6:26-27).

The Darius of Daniel 9:1

Brother Turner believed that Daniel 9:1 is a reference to yet another Darius, who
was neither the Darius of Daniel 5:31 nor of 6:1-28 (Daniel 196). Daniel wrote, “In the first
year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over
the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign | Daniel understood by books the
number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem” (Dan. 9:1-2).

Brother Turner believed that the events of Daniel chapter 9 took place later in time,
during the reign of Darius | Hystaspes the Great (521-486 B.C.), who ruled when the
rebuilding of the temple was finally completed (515 B.C.).

Generally, the commentators have held that two of the references to a
"Darius"-that is, chapters 6:1 and 9:1-are references to the same person;
namely Gubaru, or Darius of the seed of the Medes, who governed Babylon
under Cyrus the Persian, but there was a third Darius who figured promi-

nently in the history of the Medes and Persians, and may he have been that
third Darius? (298).

Further, in contemplation of Darius' activities and ac-complishments, who can
really doubt that the Darius of Daniel 9:1 was the Darius | Hystaspes of 521
BC? If the evi-dence be granted, then the ninth chapter of Daniel was the last
revelation which Daniel received (301).

Gill was strongly opposed to the view that this Darius could be Darius | Hystaspes:

This is the same with Darius the Median, that took the kingdom after the
death of Belshazzar; so called, to distinguish him from Darius the Persian; and
yet Porphyry has the gall to assert that this was Darius the Persian, under
whom the temple was built, that Daniel might appear to live later than he did:
Ahasuerus, whose son he was, is not he that was the husband of Esther, and
was many years later than this; but the same with Astyages king of the
Medes, and who is called Ahasuerus, in the Apocrypha:

‘But before he died he heard of the destruction of Nineve, which was taken
by Nabuchodonosor and Assuerus: and before his death he rejoiced over
Nineve.” (Tobit 14:15)

the father of Cyaxares, the same with this Darius,...was uncle to Cyrus that
conquered Babylon.

Whitcomb argued that the references to Darius in Daniel 9:1 and throughout the
Book of Daniel (5:31, 6:1-28, 9:1, and 11:1) are all referring to Gubaru (Daniel 79-81, 120,
144; Darius 7-8, 24, 40, 44; cf. Daugherty 116-117, 172, 206). Whitcomb wrote, “There are
strong reasons for believing that Gubaru could have been given the honorific name of Darius
upon being installed as vice-king in Babylon. We have further shown that Gubaru could very
well have been the son of Ahasuerus, and that he also could have been a Mede” (Darius 40).
One arguing Whitcomb’s position would emphasize that this Darius of Daniel 9:1 “was made
king over the realm of the Chaldeans,” thus maintaining that this was a reference to Cyrus’
appointing Gubaru as ruler over Babylon (cf. “received the kingdom,” Dan. 5:31 ASV).

Myers, Pryor, and Rechtin wrote, “In light of inconclusive evidence, we cannot be too
specific about Darius’ identity. Nevertheless, we should not conclude that (1) such a person
never existed; (2) Daniel, therefore, is unreliable; or (3) the author was ignorant of
contemporary history” (184).

To be continued next week, if the Lord wills...




