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40:8; Mat. 24:35; Heb. 6:17-18; 1 Pet. 1:25; Rev. 22:18-19, et al.). This respect for law during the time of the
Medes and Persians would continue even until the time of the Romans, when the Messiah would enter the world
(cf. Dan. 2:44). It would be during that period that God’s Word would be preached throughout the world—a new
Law from the King of kings to which all men would be commanded to submit (Mat. 28:18-20). It was because of a
respect for law that Paul was able to take the Gospel all the way to the very palace of Caesar himself in Rome!
(Acts 9:15; 25:11-12; Phil. 1:13; 4:22).

Each of the world empires leading up to the time of Christ contributed their share to help prepare the
world for the Messiah. Brother Turner noted the following:

Babylon contributed the synagogue..Medo-Persia contributed law and order...Greece
contributed the vehicle of a nigh universal language...Rome contributed all of the above, and in
addition Rome contributed and enforced peace such as the world had never known, a high
standard of citizenship, good roads, and travel (Turner, Survey 1).

After these contributions were given to the world through the providence of God, “the fulness of the time was
come,” and the Savior was sent (Gal. 4:4).

CONCLUSION

The student of history should acknowledge that “there is no power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God” (Rom. 13:1). Both history and the Scriptures reveal that rulers like those of Medo-Persia were
put into power by God to accomplish His purposes. Therefore it behooves the Bible student to be familiar with
such men who were key figures in fulfilling the promises of God. The entire world should be thankful for the
contributions towards man’s eternal benefit, which God brought about providentially through rulers such as these.

ENDNOTES
! All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version unless otherwise specified.
2Cyrus Il the Great would later become King of Anshan in 559 B.C.

3Gill gave the following citations: “(z) Annales Vet. Test. A. M. 3467. (a) Chronological Tables, cent. 10. (b)
Connexion, &c. part 1. p. 125, 128. (c) Scripture Chronology, p. 711.”

*Shea believes “King Ugbaru” had a queen, and both he and his queen were murdered by poisoning. He bases this
on a record in the Nabonidus Chronicle of both Ugbaru and a queen dying (12-13).

>The Diyala is a river in the Zagros Mountains of Iran called the Gyndes by Herodotus.

® Although Babylon was not utterly destroyed by Cyrus, this was the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s prophecy
to humble the Babylonians and eventually bring Babylon to desolation. This process would actually be carried out
by “many kings...from the coasts of the earth” (Jer. 50:41; cf. Smith).
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