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Of Our Number

+ Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek

+ Jennifer Derrick—health problems
+ Wilfred Derrick—undergoing tests
+ Jeff Mashburn—health problems

+ Johnny Moss—surgery recovery
Others in Need

+ Travis Barrow—rare condition

+ Patsy Benson—stage 4 cancer

+ Shannon Burn—another surgery

¢ Louise Douglas—health problems
+ Joyce Faulk—health problems

+ Jennifer Foxworth-health problems
# Curtis Grady—severe burns

¢ Howard & Elizabeth Grace—health
+ Dawn Holloway—passed on 4/20

¢ Andy Johnson—home, pneumonia
+ Tony Jones—health problems

+ Ron Yusnukis—surgery recovery

¢ Pray for Christians overseas, such
as those facing persecution in
Pakistan and certain parts of India.

+ Pray for peace, pray for the
bereaved, the persecuted, sick/
suffering, civil leaders, military, 1st
responders, the lost, enemies.

# Pray for our evangelistic efforts
and for more opportunities.

Events
If the Lord wiills...

May 4-7

Our Gospel Meeting with
Gilbert Gough.

Sunday: 10AM, 11AM, 2PM.
Monday-Wednesday: 7PM.

May 10
Men’s Leadership Breakfast

Head: Glenn Howze; Helpers: Leo Derrick,

To Our Visitors

o

We are happy and honored that you
are here! Please fill out a visitor’s card
and give us a chance to get to know
you. If you have any questions about
anything said or done in Bible class or
worship, please ask. We seek to give a
Bible answer for everything we do
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11).

Privileged to Serve i'ﬂ'

Announcements: Glenn Howze
Song Leading: Sunday—David Howze;
Wednesday—Caleb Howze

Serving the Lord’s Supper

Ethan Howze, Mark Howze

Lord’s Supper PM
Head: Leo Derrick
Helper: Ezra Howze

Bible Reading: Mark Howze

¢ Kari Miles—expecting

+ Harold Morris—Milton hospital

+ Shane Price—cancer

¢ Randal W.’s grandson CJ—sick
+ Kenneth Wicker—cancer, hospice

Continued in next column...
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Faithful Worship — 1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ
(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 4:6); 2) Singing without mechanical

instruments (Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19

God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered,

cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7);
every week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:
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delivered you.
Being then made
free from sin, ye
became the
servants of
righteousness”
(Rom. 6:17b-18).
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Meeting Times

Sundays:

10AM Bible Class
11AM Worship
6PM Worship

Wednesdays:
7PM Bible Class

Other Information

5761 Hwy. 4
P.O. Box 285

Baker, FL 32531 USA
850-669-9117

Website:
churchofChristatBaker.com

Radio Program:
104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM
WAAZ1047.com livestream

Jason Hilburn’s Info:
850-826-8198
hilburnjasonp@gmail.com
TheBibleDomain.com
JasonsBibleBlog.com
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Are Gospel Meetings Still Useful?
Don Wright

It has been suggested that gospel meetings have run their
course. The primary reason for this conclusion is that gospel
meetings are no longer attended as well as they used to be. Not
only is it harder to get non-Christians to attend, but it seems
harder to get our own members to attend as they should.
Because of this, many local churches have ceased having gospel
meetings, and | am sure that many more are contemplating doing
the same. This begs the question, “Are gospel meetings still
useful?” Before answering that question specifically, let me
address the problem of poor attendance.

It is understandable that non-Christians are not coming out
to meetings as frequently as they used to, seeing that the level of
spirituality in this country has dropped considerably over the past
few decades. While we are certainly disappointed in this
development, it is quite difficult to change it. There has risen a
generation in this country who, not only are not inclined to spend
an evening worshipping God, they quite frankly are turned off by
so-called organized religion. The only way to appeal to many of
this generation is to compromise with scripture and offer a
contemporary kind of worship that appeals to the flesh.

Denominational churches have been doing this for years,
resulting in a plurality of mega-churches that attract thousands.
Sadly, we see this trend being taken by some local churches of
Christ. The Landmark church of Christ in Montgomery, Alabama,
a 1,500 member church, added a service on Sunday they call the
360 Service. It is a more contemporary service than others,
taking place in the church’s Life Center gymnasium. The service



is described as follows: “The lights on the stage are dimmed. A band launches into
song, and the crowd stands to its feet, swaying from side to side” (The Montgomery
Advertiser, May 23, 2009).

They call it the 360 Service because the seats are arranged in a circle with a
stage in the middle where the preacher preaches. The whole service is casual. The
preacher, Buddy Bell, says, “It's very informal. Normally | preach in my blue jeans.”
Their purpose is to attract those who would not usually come to a church service,
though attracting people to something unscriptural is really not helping anyone.

While these kind of services seem to attract some of the “un-churched,” the
truth is, more and more people are staying away from what some call traditional
worship services. We certainly have seen this in the last several years. Do you
remember the days when dozens of visitors from the community would come out to a
gospel meeting? It was not unusual to have 10, 20, 30, baptisms during the course of
the week.

Those days, at least for now, are gone. So, are gospel meetings still useful?
The short answer is yes. What do we do in gospel meetings? The primary goal should
always be to praise God. This still takes place, regardless of numbers, whenever
people gather and worship God in spirit and in truth. God seeks such to worship Him
(John 4:23-24). It does seem, however, that our goals, so far as the souls of men are
concerned, should be refocused. It used to be that the goals of gospel meetings were
to first win souls and then to edify the saints. In light of who is attending meetings
these days, those goals should simply be reversed. Do we want to win souls during
our gospel meetings by teaching and baptizing those who respond to the gospel
invitation? Of course. The truth is, however, gospel meetings today have become
more revivals than anything else.

Is there anything wrong with this? Not necessarily. Saints need to be edified,
and gospel meetings are a great time and place to do that very thing. If we start
looking at gospel meetings as revivals where Christians have the opportunity to grow
and be strengthened in the faith; thus, being in better position to teach their friends
and neighbors about Christ, instead of being disappointed about the lack of baptisms
during the week, we will see the usefulness in Christians getting together to sing, pray
and study the Word of God.

Now, the issue of our own members not showing up for gospel meetings is
different. We cannot just chalk this up to a changing society and be content with it.
Just because the world around us changes, that does not mean that we, as God'’s
children, must conform. As we have stated, we know why we get less visitors from the
community, but there is no excuse for members who are not working and are not sick,
not properly supporting a gospel meeting. Is there something better to do than
worship God and grow in the faith? Gospel meetings are still very useful, and
personally, | hope they do not go by the wayside—but they are only useful to those
who support them as they should. —Adapted
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