3”‘ - =
Pray er List "é’ ¢ Pray for Christians overseas, such To Our Visitors

Of Our Number

+ Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek

+ Jennifer Derrick—infection after
surgery

+ Mariah Hilburn—expecting, nausea

+ Jeff Mashburn—health problems

Others in Need

+ Phil Benson—kidney dialysis

+ Bonnie Crites—knee pain, surgery
¢ Louise Douglas—health problems
+ Joyce Faulk—health problems

+ Jennifer Foxworth-health problems
+ Melba Fuqua—health problems

+ Annette Garrett - Non-H. lymphoma
¢ Kiptyn Gillis—non-cancerous tumor
+ Janice Godwin—surgery recovery
+ Jamie Goodman—colon cancer

+ Howard & Elizabeth Grace—health

as those facing persecution in

Pakistan and certain parts of India.

# Pray for peace, pray for the

bereaved, the persecuted, sick/
suffering, civil leaders, military, 1st

responders, the lost, enemies.

# Pray for our evangelistic efforts

and for more opportunities.

Events
If the Lord wills...

Nov. 26
4th Wednesday Singing

No meals after worship the
first Sundays in December

and January

o

We are happy and honored that you
are here! Please fill out a visitor’s card
and give us a chance to get to know
you. If you have any questions about
anything said or done in Bible class or
worship, please ask. We seek to give a
Bible answer for everything we do
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11).

Privileged to Serve i'ﬂ'

Announcements: Glenn Howze
Song Leading: Sunday—David Howze;
Wednesday—Mark Howze

Serving the Lord’s Supper
Head: Johnny Moss; Helpers: Leo Derrick,

Ethan Howze, Mark Howze
Lord’s Supper PM

Head: Glenn Howze
Helper: Rick Hemphill

Bible Reading: Trey Miles

¢ Andrew Hickman—health problems
+ Vandan Kumar—tinnitus

+ John Moss—surgery recovery

+ Melanie Skinner-cancer treatment

Continued in next column...

“...ye were the

STEPS or SALVATION:
FrRoM SINNER 10 SAVED

Faithful Worship — 1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ

(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Php. 4:6); 2) Singing without mechanical
instruments (Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12); 3) Preaching
God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered,
cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7); 5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of
every week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31).
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What must
I do to be

saved?!

“...but ye have
obeyed from the
heart that form
of doctrine
which was
delivered you.
Being then made
free from sin, ye
became the
servants of
righteousness”
(Rom. 6:17b-18).
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Meeting Times

Sundays:

10AM Bible Class
11AM Worship
6PM Worship

Wednesdays:
7PM Bible Class

Other Information

Building: 5761 Hwy. 4
Mail: P.O. Box 285
Baker, FL 32531 USA
850-669-9117

Website:
churchofChristatBaker.com

Radio Program:
104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM
WAAZ1047.com livestream

Jason Hilburn’s Info:
850-826-8198
hilburnjasonp@gmail.com
TheBibleDomain.com
JasonsBibleBlog.com
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What if Jesus Were Coming Back
Next Week?

Jason Patrick Hilburn

When asking the question, “What if Jesus were coming
back next week?” understand that there is absolutely no way to
know when Jesus will return. Jesus said we cannot know when
He will return, and even Jesus Himself did not know when He
would return: “But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no,
not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father” (Mark 13:32). Paul wrote that there is no need to waste
time speculating about ‘times” and “seasons” regarding Christ’s
return: “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no
need that | write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” (1 Thessalonians
5:1-2; cf. Matthew 24:43-44; 2 Peter 3:10). Although we cannot
know when Jesus will return, Jesus said we must always be
ready. To provoke thought on this subject and motivate us to be
prepared, the question is asked, “What if Jesus were coming back
next week?”

Would those who have never become Christians
decide to seek and obey the Truth? According to statistics,
about 172,000 people die every day. Every day thousands of
people who believe they are near death begin to seek God. As
they begin to see death as a reality and feel the dread of stepping
off into eternity, they finally begin trying to “get their priorities
straight.” Sadly, many have waited too long, and they do not have
enough time to find the Truth and obey it. How important it is to
seek God in our youth: “Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,



when thou shalt say, | have no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1). Our first priority in
life should be to seek God’s kingdom! (Matthew 6:33). Those who tarry in this most
important of all obligations are not wise (Acts 22:16; 24:25). There is a sense of urgency
when one believes he is about to die, but that sense of urgency should be ever present,
because the Lord could return at any time, taking vengeance on them who have not
obeyed Him: “..when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).
If the world knew that Jesus were coming back next week and understood the
punishment that awaits, would they be more motivated to find the Truth and readily
obey it?

Would erring children of God decide to repent and be faithful? If there is
anyone on earth who should be motivated to repent and be faithful, it should be erring
children of God. These people found the Truth and obeyed it, yet they have turned their
backs on God!

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than
the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way
of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again;
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire (2 Peter 2:20-
22).

Regarding those “sanctified” ones who became Christians, but now “willfully” live in sin,
the writer of Hebrews wrote that “the Lord shall judge his people,” and ‘It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:23-31). “Knowing therefore
the terror of the Lord,” erring children of God should fear the return of Christ more than
anyone else (2 Corinthians 5:11a; cf. v. 10). If you are an erring child of God and if you
knew Jesus were returning next week, what changes would you make? Would you
begin faithfully assembling with other Christians? (Hebrews 10:25). Would you let go of
sin in your life and start living for God? (Acts 17:30-31).

Would Christians spend more time in prayer? | can imagine brethren
dropping to their knees more often and remaining there for longer periods of time if they
knew the Lord were returning soon. May we have that prayerful mindset now: “..men
ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). “Pray without ceasing” (1
Thessalonians 5:17). “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20).

Would Christians spend more time studying God’s Word? Perhaps if we

knew the Lord were coming back next week, we would be putting down our phones,
turning off our televisions, and opening up our Bibles. Can you not imagine families
making important changes like these if they knew the Lord’s return was imminent? Let
us have that studious attitude now, so we will be approved by our Judge when He
returns: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). After all, we will be judged
by the words of Christ when He returns: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day” (John 12:48).

Would Christians be more evangelistic? What if we knew that in one week
Christ would return and bring condemnation to those outside of His church? (Ephesians
5:23; Acts 2:36-41, 47). What if we knew that many of our family members, friends, and
neighbors would be on their way to Hell in one week’s time because they have not done
the will of the Father? (Matthew 7:21-23; Hebrews 5:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Peter
4:17). Would we love them enough to try to save them? Would we love them enough to
bring the Truth to their attention, even though they may get angry or upset with us? Do
we realize that the One returning is the One who commanded us to take the Gospel to
the lost? (Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:47). Will we be able to face Him if
we have not obeyed His commands to evangelize?

Would preachers be more specific in their sermons? If a preacher only had
one Sunday left in this world to preach, what would he deliver to his audience? If he
knew there were people present who were lost, would he simply tell jokes and cute little
stories to try to keep them entertained, or would he boldly preach the Word of God in its
power and purity? Would he warn these people of the dangers of sin, false teachers,
and false religions, or would he allow them to linger in their false sense of spiritual
security? (Colossians 1:28; 2 Timothy 2:17-18; Revelation 2:15, 20). Would he preach
the Gospel of Christ and tell those people how to obey the Gospel through water
baptism? (Acts 2:36-41; Mark 16:15-16; Romans 6:3-5). It is sickening to think of all
those today who are lost because they only hear watered down sermons every week
that have no saving power in them at all! If a man who calls himself a preacher is not
preaching water baptism for salvation, then he is not preaching Christ, and he is not
preaching the Gospel! (Acts 8:5, 12, 35-39; Mark 16:15-16; Galatians 1:6-9). Preaching
the good news of the Gospel necessarily includes preaching how we can be saved by
obeying the Gospel (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Peter 4:17; Romans 6:3-5, 17). Knowing
that every Sunday could be our last, preachers today should ‘preach the Word,”
“speaking the truth in love,” using “great plainness of speech” like Jesus, Paul, and other
Gospel preachers of Bible times did (2 Timothy 4:2; Ephesians 4:15; 2 Corinthians
3:12). That is the only kind of preaching and teaching that will truly prepare people for
Christ’s return.

The Lord’s return may not be next week. It could happen 3,000 years from now,
or it could happen today. What changes do we need to make? “Therefore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24:44).




