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Prayer List
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¢ Pray for Christians overseas, such
as those facing persecution in
Pakistan and certain parts of India.

# Pray for peace, pray for the
bereaved, the persecuted, sick/
suffering, civil leaders, military, 1st
responders, the lost, enemies.

# Pray for our evangelistic efforts
and for more opportunities.

| THE BAKER
BULLETIN

The weekly bulletin of

Of Our Number

+ Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek

+ Jennifer Derrick—infection after
surgery

+ Mariah Hilburn—expecting, nausea

+ Jeff Mashburn—health problems

We are happy and honored that you
are here! Please fill out a visitor’s card
and give us a chance to get to know
you. If you have any questions about
anything said or done in Bible class or
worship, please ask. We seek to give a
Bible answer for everything we do
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11).

The church of Christ in Baker, FL
November 23, 2025

Others in Need

+ Phil Benson—kidney dialysis

+ Bonnie Crites—knee pain, surgery
¢ Louise Douglas—health problems
+ Joyce Faulk—health problems

+ Jennifer Foxworth-health problems
+ Melba Fuqua—health problems

+ Annette Garrett - Non-H. lymphoma
¢ Kiptyn Gillis—non-cancerous tumor

Events

If the Lord wills...

Privileged to Serve i'ﬂ'

Announcements: Glenn Howze Meetmg Times
Song Leading: Sunday—David Howze;
Wednesday—Mark Howze

Serving the Lord’s Supper
Head: Johnny Moss; Helpers: Leo Derrick,

Ethan Howze, Mark Howze

Leaders Must Lead

Nov. 26 Jason Patrick Hilburn

4th Wednesday Singing

Sundays:
10AM Bible Class
11AM Worship

No meals after worship the Throughout history, God has revealed that in any group

- i Lord’s Supper PM i f people, there is a great need for leadership. A system of

! e first Sundays in December : 6PM Worship Or people, g P y
¢ Janice Godwin—surgery recovery | o nuary H"L?SS&%E’;”H';%";??” authority can bring order out of chaos and peace out of strife.
+ Jamie Goodman—colon cancer Wednesdays: Even in a group of only two people, such as the husband and

+ Howard & Elizabeth Grace—health =L el Ve il

¢ Andrew Hickman—health problems
+ Vandan Kumar—tinnitus

+ John Moss—surgery recovery

+ Melanie Skinner-cancer treatment

7PM Bible Class

wife, God has placed one in authority over the other, giving the
husband the leadership of the household (Eph. 5:22-24). There
is also a type of leadership in the Godhead lItself, in that God
the Father is Head (Psa. 104:30; 1 Cor. 11:3; 15:27-28). It is
therefore no surprise that God would establish a system of
leadership in the precious Body purchased by the blood of His
Son (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). God has revealed that He

Faithful Worship — 1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ
(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Php. 4:6); 2) Singing without mechanical
instruments (Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12); 3) Preaching
God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered,
cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7); 5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of
every week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31).

Other Information

Building: 5761 Hwy. 4
Mail: P.O. Box 285
Baker, FL 32531 USA

Continued in next column...
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desires every congregation of the Lord’s Church to be led by
Scripturally qualified elders: “And when they had ordained them
elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed” (Acts
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hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood. For | know this, that after



my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock” (Acts
20:28-29; cf. 1 Pet. 5:1-3). The word translated as ‘“feed” can actually mean “to
tend as a shepherd” (Strong’s), and of course the use of such words
as “flock” and “wolves” gives the reader a picture of shepherds overseeing sheep.
Paul also called elders “pastors” (Eph. 4:11), which means “shepherds” (compare
pastor with pasture). When the Holy Spirit inspired David the shepherd to write
“The Shepherd Psalm,” He made it clear that a good shepherd leads his sheep to
safety: “The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake” (Psa. 23:1-3). Christ,
the “Shepherd and Bishop of our souls” has led the way for His sheep, leaving an
example that man should follow to get to Heaven (1 Pet. 2:21-25; John 10:27).
With all of this in mind, godly leaders will be living holy lives and taking an active
lead in the work of the church, setting an example the flock can follow to get to the
safety of Heaven.

Elders Should Take the Lead in Benevolence

If it is the duty of every Christian to “do good unto all men” (Gal. 6:10; cf.
Acts 4:32-35; 11:27-30), then certainly the leaders of the congregation should lead
the way in such efforts! While having a proper understanding of their God-given
authority, godly elders will also have an attitude of servitude. It is understood that
others may need to be appointed to “serve tables” (Acts 6:2), but even our Lord,
the Great Second Person of the Godhead, possessed the heart of a servant who
was kind and helpful to others. He left that humble example for all of His sheep to
follow—even elders (John 13:3-17; Matt. 23:11-12; 25:34-46; Phil. 2:5-9). If
shepherds are following the Great Shepherd, they will be seeking ways to help and
serve others. Members of the local congregation should see a pattern of
benevolence in the elders that they can follow. If elders are not benevolent, are
they leading the flock in the right direction by their example?

Elders Should Take the Lead in Edification

If it is the duty of every Christian to edify their brethren (Eph. 4:11-12, 16,
29; Rom. 14:19; 1 Thess. 5:11), then certainly the leaders of the congregation
should be great examples of those who edify! If anyone in the congregation should
seek to “build up” the members, surely it should be the elders, the ones watching
for the souls of the flock (Heb. 13:17). Members of the local congregation should
see a pattern of edification in their leaders that they can follow. If elders are not
those who build up their brethren, provoking them “unto love and to good
works” (Heb. 10:24), are they leading the flock in the right direction by their
example?

Elders Should Take the Lead in Evangelism

If it is the duty of every Christian to be evangelistic (Mark 16:15-16; Matt.
28:19-20; 2 Tim. 2:2), then certainly the leaders of the congregation should lead
the way in evangelistic efforts! The Chief Shepherd came ‘“to seek and to save
that which was lost” (Luke 19:10; Matt. 18:11-17). If shepherds are following the
Chief Shepherd, they will always seek opportunities to teach people the Truth of
the Gospel, knowing that their mission is the same as the Lord’s. Members of the
local congregation should see a pattern of evangelism in the elders that they can
follow. If elders are not evangelistic, are they leading the flock in the right
direction by their example?

Elders Should Take the Lead in Protecting the Flock

An essential part of shepherding is guarding the flock from danger. The
Good Shepherd withstood the wolves of His day (Matt. 23; John 9-10), and God
has made it clear that today’s shepherds must recognize, confront, and silence
false teachers who threaten the spiritual well-being of the flock. Paul instructed
Titus to appoint elders because there were “many unruly and vain talkers and
deceivers,” and he said that an elder must “hold fast the faithful word” to exhort
and convict the gainsayers (Tit. 1:9-11). For three years, Paul warned the
Ephesian elders that some would work secretly to draw away disciples (Acts
20:29-30). Could the rebuke of the Ephesian church in Revelation chapter two
have been avoided if the elders had fulfiled that charge? Shepherds cannot
ignore such dangers. Elders must be strong enough and loving enough to remove
the leaven of sin, whether it is immorality, divisiveness, or doctrinal impurity (1
Cor. 5; Rom. 16:17; Tit. 1:5-11). Protecting the flock requires conviction, courage,
and vigilance. Members of the congregation should see in their elders a pattern of
doctrinal soundness and spiritual readiness (Php. 1:17; 1 Pet. 3:15). If elders do
not protect the flock, the flock can easily be scattered or destroyed.

Conclusion

In every aspect of their lives, elders should be actively setting examples
the flock can safely follow. The writer of Hebrews wrote, “Remember those who
rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow,
considering the outcome of their conduct” (Heb. 13:7). If today’s members of the
Lord’s church follow the pattern of the elders who are leading them, will those
members go to Heaven? If not, then those elders will not be in Heaven either!
May the shepherds of the Lord’s church actively lead the sheep by their godly
examples to the safety of Heaven, where the Chief Shepherd awaits.
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