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strait and narrow path broader than God made it (Mt. 7:13-14, 21-
27; Heb. 5:9; Jam. 2:19-26; 1 Pet. 1:22)

5. Treating all religious groups as equally acceptable to God (Mt. 7:13-
14; Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12; Eph. 4:3-6; 1 Jn. 4:1; Rev. 2:15)

6. Extending Christian fellowship to those not in fellowship with
God (Rom. 16:17; Eph. 5:11; 2 Jn. 9-11)

7. Accepting unscriptural worship practices to avoid offending
others (Mt. 15:9; Jn. 4:23-24; Col. 3:17)

8. Forgiving those who refuse to repent, even though God requires
repentance (Mt. 18:15-17; Lk. 17:3-4; 1 Cor. 5; 2 Cor. 2:6-9; 7:9-12)

9. Refusing to withdraw from impenitent brethren, though God says
this must be done so that “the spirit may be saved” (Mt. 18:11-17;
1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14-15)

10. Supporting family or friends in sinful activities in the name of
“love” (Rom. 3:8;, 1 Cor. 10:27-33; 13:6; Eph. 5:11; 2 Jn. 9-11; Rev.
3:19)

Conclusion: God is love (1 Jn. 4:8), and His commands define what
love truly is—not our feelings or preferences. Trying to be “nicer than God” is
not true love—it is either ignorance or willful disobedience disguised as
compassion. May we never assume that we know better than God. “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9).

http://www.JasonsBibleBlog.com

“As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repent” —Jesus Christ (Revelation 3:19)

What I Owe My Home Congregation

Unto the church of the Lord in every locality, | am under solemn obligation to the
extent of my ability, but unto my home congregation, | am under special obligation.

| want my home congregation to radiate a wholesome influence in the community.
Therefore, | owe it the example of a good life. For | must "live soberly, righteously,
and godly" (Titus 2:12).

| want the strangers who enter the door of the meetinghouse to feel at home, to learn
to love to return. They are our guests. | owe it to them, and to the church, to show
myself friendly. | must not stand back and expect everyone else to greet them (Heb.
13:2).

No congregation can make progress without faithful and efficient leaders. To a certain
extent, the members of the church make or break their leaders. To the end that our
leaders may be stronger and more efficient, | should give them my support. | should
pray for them.

My home congregation has financial obligations which are due at regular intervals.
Whether | give or do not give, these obligations must be paid. If God has commanded
weekly giving, and the congregation counts on the members’ weekly giving in worship
to handle its obligations, then | should give of my means each week. Though
circumstances may force me to be absent at times, my regular contributions should
still find their way into the treasury of the church (I Cor. 16:2).

| know that the very existence of my congregation depends upon the attendance of its
members. | must realize that my willful absence is a discouragement to the preacher,
the elders, and every other faithful member of the congregation. But then, it is also a
disappointment to the Lord, for | have sinned (Heb.10:25ff). | do not want it said that
my congregation perished because | did not attend its meetings.

| want my home congregation to grow, to multiply in numbers. Therefore, | must be
set to do the noble work of winning souls for Christ (Luke 19:10). This | can do by
teaching and persuading. This | can do by persistent effort. This | can do by bringing
them to the assemblies.

My home congregation cannot thrive in a frigid atmosphere. | must not, by my
carelessness, allow the church to become a place where hearts are chilled. | must
make it a place where hearts are warmed. | owe it the warmth of my life.

We must meet our obligations to the best of our ability. We must, with the help of
God, fulfill our part in the incomparable work of building up the body of Christ.

ARE YOU doing your part to see that your congregation is doing these things?
—-Kent Bailey, adapted




