
  

 

 

Sundays: 

10AM Bible Class 

11AM  Worship 

6PM  Worship 
 

Wednesdays: 

7PM  Bible Class 

Building: 5761 Hwy. 4  

Mail: P.O. Box 285 

Baker, FL 32531 USA 

850-669-9117 

 

   Prayer List     
 

Of Our Number 

 Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek 

 Jennifer Derrick—health problems 

 Rick Hemphill—dental procedures 

 Jeff Mashburn—health problems 

 Jim Nivison—health problems 
 

Others in Need 

 Kristen Adam—stage 4 cancer 

 Francis Adams—passed away 

 Terri Adams—cancer 

 Glen Brooks—clot in carotid artery 

 Fran Carlos—back surgery 

 Sheila Cole—health problems 

 Ruth Cook—cancer surg. recovery 

 Louise Douglas—health problems 

 Kim Dunn—cancer 

 Joyce Faulk—health problems 

 Jennifer Foxworth-health problems 

 Annette Garrett - Non-H. lymphoma 

 Lucinda Lingor—heart problems 

 Jerry Madden—cancer 

 Paul Mays—Lyme disease 

   To Our Visitors    

We are happy and honored that you 

are here!  Please fill out a visitor’s card 

and give us a chance to get to know 

you. If you have any ques ons about 

anything said or done in Bible class or 

worship, please ask. We seek to give a 

Bible answer for everything we do 

(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11). 

Website: 

churchofChristatBaker.com 

Radio Program: 

104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM 

WAAZ1047.com livestream 

Jason Hilburn’s Info: 

850-826-8198 

hilburnjasonp@gmail.com 

TheBibleDomain.com 

JasonsBibleBlog.com 

  Privileged to Serve    

Announcements: Leo Derrick 
 

Song Leading: Sunday—David Howze; 
Wednesday—Jacob Mashburn 

 

Serving the Lord’s Supper 
Head: Ethan Derrick; Helpers: Mark 
Howze, Trey Miles, Johnny Moss 

 

Lord’s Supper PM 
Head: Mark Howze  
Helper: Ezra Howze 

 

Bible Reading: Rick Hemphill 

“...ye were the 

servants  

of sin…”  

(Romans 6:17). 

“...but ye have 

obeyed from the 

heart that form  

of doctrine  

which was  

delivered you.  

Being then made 

free from sin, ye 

became the 

servants of  

righteousness”  

(Rom. 6:17b-18). 

Faithful Worship —  1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ 

(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Php. 4:6);  2) Singing without mechanical 

instruments (Ma?. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12);  3) Preaching 

God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered, 

cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7);  5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of 

every week (Ma?. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31). 

 

 

September 6 

Meal after AM Worship 
 

 

Sept. 12-13 

Mt. Zion Lectures-Savannah,TN  

 Kenny Parsons—shoulder surgery 

 Dan Sikes—back pain, surgery 

 Michael Totoro—cancer 

 Pray for Christians overseas, such 
as those facing persecution in  

    Pakistan and certain parts of India. 

 Pray for peace, pray for the 
bereaved, the persecuted, sick/
suffering, civil leaders, military, 1st 
responders, the lost, enemies. 

                                                Events        Events        Events        Events            

Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column...Continued in next column... 

     Mee ng Times      

Other Informa on 

August 30, 2026August 30, 2026August 30, 2026August 30, 2026    

              A Few Words from Jason                       

 Those who defend the use of mechanical instruments of 
music in New Testament worship sometimes appeal to David. The 
argument goes something like this: Mechanical instruments were not 
part of the worship at the tabernacle under Moses. David later 
introduced instruments into Israel’s worship, and God accepted them. 
Therefore, why cannot Christians introduce instruments into the 
worship of the church today? The argument raises a legitimate 
question, but it rests upon a mistaken premise. David introduced 
something new, but he did not introduce something 
unauthorized. 

Instruments Before David 

 Mechanical instruments certainly did not originate with David. 
They existed very early in human history. Genesis tells us that Jubal 
“was the father of all those who play the harp and flute” (Genesis 
4:21). God had also commanded the use of instruments among 
Israel long before David. When Israel was in the wilderness, God told 

If the Lord wills...If the Lord wills...If the Lord wills...If the Lord wills... 

 Congratulations to Jim Nivison, who was baptized into 

Christ on Tuesday, August 25th! Katelynne and I knocked on 

his door on May 2 and set up a study with him. He has been a 

joy to study with. His health is giving him challenges right now, 

so we need to keep praying for him and encouraging him.  

          Can the Church Introduce        

     Instruments Like David?                

                           By Jason Patrick Hilburn 



 

  
Moses: “Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of hammered work; 
you shall use them for calling the congregation and for directing the movement of the 
camps” (Numbers 10:2). These trumpets also had a religious purpose. God said: “Also in 
the day of your gladness, in your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, 
you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your 
peace offerings; and they shall be a memorial for you before your God: I am the LORD 
your God” (Numbers 10:10). 

 The Law also commanded “a memorial of blowing of trumpets” (Leviticus 23:24) 
and “a day of blowing the trumpets” (Numbers 29:1). Thus, the divinely commanded use 
of instruments in connection with Israel’s religious observances began before David; yet 
we do not read of an elaborate system of harps, cymbals, psalteries, and organized 
Levitical musicians during the earlier period of tabernacle worship. That more extensive 
system was instituted later under David. 

Did David Act Without God’s Authority? 

 This is the crucial question. Did David decide on his own to introduce instruments 
into worship, after which God simply accepted his innovation? The Bible specifically says 
otherwise. During the reign of Hezekiah, the worship of the temple was restored 
according to the arrangements established by David: “And he set the Levites in the house 
of the LORD with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, according to the 
commandment of David, and of Gad the king’s seer, and Nathan the prophet: for so was 
the commandment of the LORD by his prophets” (2 Chronicles 29:25). 

 Notice carefully what the passage says. The arrangement was “according to the 
commandment of David,” but the inspired writer immediately explains, “for so was the 
commandment of the LORD by his prophets.” It is also significant that all three men 
named were prophets through whom God revealed His will. Peter called David a prophet 
(Acts 2:30), and David himself said, “The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2). Gad was “the king’s seer,” and Nathan is also 
identified as a prophet (2 Chronicles 29:25). This establishes that God sometimes gave 
His word through David by inspiration. It is therefore entirely possible that God Himself 
gave this command through David, along with the prophets Gad and Nathan. Thus, “the 
commandment of David” does not mean that the use of instruments originated in David’s 
own mind. 

 David introduced something new, but not something unauthorized, and that 
distinction is essential. David was doing what God commanded him to do. 

What If David Had Reasoned As Some Do Today? 

 Suppose David had reasoned, “God has commanded certain things in worship, 
but He has not forbidden me from adding harps and cymbals. Therefore, I will add them.” 
That would be an entirely different situation from the one described in the Bible. David did 
not have to argue that God had never said, “Thou shalt not use a harp.” He had positive 
divine authority for what he did. The LORD commanded this instrumental arrangement 
through His prophets. To use instruments today, the church would need that kind of 
authority in the New Testament Scriptures. Unlike David, Christians today are not living 

during a period of ongoing revelation; the faith has already been “once for all delivered to 
the saints” (Jude 3; cf. John 16:13).  

What About the Church? 

 God had the right to change what He required in worship during David’s time, and 
He later replaced the Old Testament system of worship with the New Testament system. 
Just because something was authorized under the Old Testament does not mean it is 
authorized under the New Testament. Animal sacrifices, incense, a special priesthood, 
feast days, and numerous other elements belonged to Israel’s worship but are not parts 
of New Testament worship. 

 The question, then, is not, “Did David use instruments?” He certainly did. The 
question is, “Why did David use them?” The answer is that God commanded their use. 
We might also add that God’s command to use mechanical instruments was never a 
universal command for everyone in the world. It was part of the system of worship God 
gave specifically to Israel under the Old Testament. Furthermore, the instrumental service 
associated with the temple was assigned to designated Levites; it was not simply a 
general command for all Israelites to bring instruments into worship. 

 The issue today is whether God has authorized mechanical instruments in New 
Testament worship. When the New Testament addresses the music Christians are to 
offer God, it repeatedly specifies singing: “Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 
5:19). “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16). 

 Other New Testament passages also speak of singing (Matthew 26:30; Acts 
16:25; Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15; Hebrews 2:12; James 5:13). Where is the 
corresponding New Testament authorization for Christians to play mechanical 
instruments in worship? 

Can We Do What David Did? 

 Absolutely. We should do exactly what David did: worship according to 
God’s authority. If God, through Christ's apostles and prophets, had instructed 
Christians to both sing and play mechanical instruments in worship, we should do both, 
but that is not what we find in the New Testament. This conclusion is also consistent with 
history. The early church worshiped without mechanical instruments for hundreds of 
years. 

 The difference between David and us is not that David was permitted to add 
unauthorized worship while Christians are forbidden to do so. David had God’s 
authorization for what he instituted. The New Testament church has no 
corresponding authorization for mechanical instruments. 

 Appealing to David, then, does not establish the right to introduce instruments into 
Christian worship. In fact, David’s example establishes the opposite principle: Before 
introducing something into the worship of God, we should be able to show that God 
authorized it.        http://www.JasonsBibleBlog.com 


