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Prayer List

Of Our Number

+ Janice Carnley—Shoal Creek

+ Jennifer Derrick—health problems

+ Rick Hemphill—dental procedures

+ Jeff Mashburn--blood press. Issues
+ Denise Vincent—foot injury

Others in Need

+ Francis Adams—health problems
# Terri Adams—cancer

+ Glen Brooks—clot in carotid artery
+ Fran Carlos—back surgery

+ Sheila Cole—health problems

+ Ruth Cook—cancer surg. recovery
¢ Louise Douglas—health problems
4 Kim Dunn—cancer

+ Joyce Faulk—health problems

+ Jennifer Foxworth-health problems
+ Annette Garrett - Non-H. lymphoma

+ Dan Sikes—back pain, surgery
# Michael Totoro—cancer

¢ Pray for Christians overseas, such
as those facing persecution in

Pakistan and certain parts of India.

+ Pray for peace, pray for the
bereaved, the persecuted, sick/
suffering, civil leaders, military, 1st
responders, the lost, enemies.

# Pray for our evangelistic efforts

Events
If the Lord wills...

August 9
Monthly Men'’s Meeting

August 26
4th Wednesday Singing

To Our Visitors

o ©

We are happy and honored that you
are here! Please fill out a visitor’s card
and give us a chance to get to know
you. If you have any questions about
anything said or done in Bible class or
worship, please ask. We seek to give a
Bible answer for everything we do
(Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 3:15; 4:11).

Privileged to Serve iﬂ'

Announcements: Mark Howze

Song Leading: Sunday—David Howze;
Wednesday—Mark Howze

Serving the Lord’s Supper
Head: Leo Derrick; Helpers: Caleb Howze,

Glenn Howze, Jacob Mashburn

Lord’s Supper PM
Head: Leo Derrick
Helper: Trey Miles

Bible Reading: Rick Hemphill

¢ Lucinda Lingor—heart problems
¢ Jerry Madden—cancer

+ Paul Mays—Lyme disease

+ Kenny Parson—shoulder surgery

Continued in next column...

“...ye were the
servants
of sin...”
(Romans 6:17).
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STEPS or SALVATION:
FrRoM SINNER 10 SAVED

Faithful Worship — 1) Praying to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ
(Luke 11:1-2; John 16:23; Eph. 5:20; Php. 4:6); 2) Singing without mechanical
instruments (Matt. 26:30; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 2:12); 3) Preaching
God’s Word (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:42; 20:7); 4) Giving weekly as prospered,
cheerfully (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 9:7); 5) The Lord’s Supper on the first day of
every week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Heb. 10:23-31).
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What must
I do to be

saved?!

delivered you.
Being then made
free from sin, ye
became the
servants of
righteousness”
(Rom. 6:17b-18).
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Meeting Times

Sundays:

10AM Bible Class
11AM Worship
6PM Worship

Wednesdays:
7PM Bible Class

Other Information

Building: 5761 Hwy. 4
Mail: P.O. Box 285
Baker, FL 32531 USA
850-669-9117

Website:
churchofChristatBaker.com

Radio Program:
104.7FM Sundays 8:30AM
WAAZ1047.com livestream

Jason Hilburn’s Info:
850-826-8198
hilburnjasonp@gmail.com
TheBibleDomain.com
JasonsBibleBlog.com
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Does Revelation Authorize
Mechanical Instruments in
New Testament Worship?

By Jason Patrick Hilburn

The book of Revelation is filled with symbolism. One of
the biggest mistakes people make with Revelation is assuming
that everything John saw was intended to be taken literally.
Revelation itself frequently explains what its symbols represent.
It explains, for example, that the seven lampstands represent
the seven churches (Revelation 1:20), the seven stars
represent the angels (messengers) of the seven churches
(1:20), the incense represents “the prayers of the saints” (5:8;
8:3-4), the great red dragon represents Satan (12:3, 9), the
seven heads and ten horns are explained later in the book
(17:9-12), and the fine linen represents “the righteousness of
the saints” (19:8). The imagery is symbolic, not to be
interpreted literally.

We certainly do not believe that death literally rides a
pale horse (Revelation 6:8), that Jesus literally has a sharp
sword coming out of His mouth (1:16; 19:15), or that Christians
should literally burn incense in worship because incense
appears in Revelation. The book uses vivid imagery to
communicate spiritual truths. No one argues that the incense in
Revelation authorizes Christians to burn literal incense in



worship today. By the same principle, the symbolic references to harps do not
authorize the use of mechanical instruments in the church.

The references to harps are part of a larger picture that also includes the
temple, altar, incense, trumpets, bowls, priests, and other elements of Old
Testament worship. No one argues that all these elements should literally be
restored in New Testament worship. Why should one symbolic object in an
apocalyptic vision be treated as a literal authorization for church worship when the
rest of the vision is not? Revelation was not written as a manual explaining how
New Testament worship is to be conducted. In fact, harps appear only in
Revelation’s throne-room, never in a passage addressing the church’s earthly
assemblies.

If we want to know how Christians are to worship under the New
Testament, we should look to the passages that directly instruct the church
regarding worship. Those passages tell Christians to sing: “speaking to
yourselves...singing...making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19),
and to let the Word dwell richly by teaching and admonishing one another in
songs (Colossians 3:16). There is no passage authorizing mechanical instruments
in Christian worship (cf. Matthew 26:30; Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15;
Hebrews 2:12; James 5:13). Without such authorization, the practice has no
scriptural basis (Colossians 3:17). The burden of proof rests on the one claiming
that the symbolic references to harps authorize a literal practice in the church,
especially when the New Testament’s instructional passages never do so.

The Book of Revelation was written decades after Ephesians, Colossians,
and the other epistles that instruct churches regarding worship. If Revelation were
intended to change or expand those instructions by authorizing mechanical
instruments, we would expect some indication that the churches were to begin
using them. Instead, Revelation contains no such instruction. Its purpose was to
reveal “things which must shortly come to pass” (Revelation 1:1), not to revise the
worship instructions already given to the churches in the epistles.

It is also significant that those who lived closest to the apostles did not
conclude from Revelation that mechanical instruments belonged in Christian
worship. It is a historical fact that the early church worshiped without mechanical
instruments for centuries. If Revelation had been understood as authorizing
instrumental music in Christian worship, we would have expected the early church
to have practiced it. Instead, history shows the opposite. For all these reasons, the
symbolic visions of Revelation cannot reasonably be used to authorize mechanical
instruments in New Testament worship. http://www.JasonsBibleBlog.com

EASTERN RELIGIONS
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